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Motivation for engaging community colleges
Of the roughly 300,000 students who take an intro astronomy
course annually, an estimated 35-43% take them in community
colleges
1000 U.S. public, accredited, degree-granting
two-year institutions in the U.S. Of these, over 700 offer
courses in astronomy
These courses are taught under the headings of introductory
astronomy, astrobiology, physics, geology, Earth
science, and natural science, by more than 1300 instructors,
including a significant number of part-timers or adjuncts.
A survey of these instructors showed that only 23% had
degrees in astronomy or astrophysics

NCCN Multi-faceted approach
1. To Broker direct partnerships between NASA subject matter experts (SME) and community college
instructors (CCI).
Develop a web-based platform that will establish and foster the relationships between NASA SMEs and CCIs, with
the exact nature of each relationship defined by the individual scientists and instructors.
2. Provide a set of “ready to go” resources.
NCCN will create a self-sustaining platform providing a single searchable point of access to a suite of NASA
resources appropriate for CCIs & CC learners. The NCCN project, with help from SMEs and CCIs, will compile,
evaluate, and curate these resources; they will include NASA data products, written & audio-visual materials,
software apps, and simulations.
3. To provided professional development and training.
PD for both community college instructors and NASA subject matter experts. The program will support or extend
instructors’ knowledge of NASA science or research topics and foster or develop subject matter experts’ skills in
engaging with community college or public audiences. This will be done via live webinars during the project and
as archived videos and materials post-project.

Audience and Needs Assessment
In preparing the proposal, two focus groups were convened – of NASA/NASA funded scientists
and experienced community college science faculty to make a preliminary assessment of needs
and frame to project objectives.
SME Advisory Group

Following this, two Advisory Groups were created
that will sit for the duration of the program.
These groups will:
• Help define (or redefine) priorities
• Aid in recruitment and networking
• Ensure quality control
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(Pilot phase)
25 CCI
25 SME
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Recruitment of CCI/SME

Resource evaluation/curation

Resource development

Web infrastructure development
Workshops/professional development seminars

Advisory groups: input, recommendations, course corrections

5
(Full implementation)
500+ CCI
1000+ SME
3000+ curated
resources
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For more information and to register interest:

www.seti.org/nccn
nccn@seti.org

