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National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Science Education and Public 
Outreach Forums
Helping you make a difference.

www.nasa.gov

NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate (SMD) has estab-
lished four Science Education 
and Public Outreach Forums that 
are working together and with 
NASA to organize SMD educa-
tion and public outreach into a 
coordinated effort that effectively 
uses SMD science discoveries, 
expertise, and resources.  

The Forums can help you:

n Understand NASA funding 
opportunities and how to be 
successful getting education 
funding.

n Discover programs needing 
scientist input or support.

n Build relationships with educa-
tion specialists to work with 
you on educational programs.

n Learn what education resources 
already exist.

n Obtain resources to use in 
the classroom and share with 
students. 

n Discover what research says 
about effective teaching tech-
niques and how students learn.

And much more!

Your source for education 
and public outreach:

n Funding opportunities

n News and announcements

n Resources for scientists 

n Opportunities to contribute

n Connections to the broader 
NASA Earth and space science 
E/PO community

March 2012

Visit the Forum page for  
scientists and engineers at

http://smdepo.org/node/305

PHOTOS: Cover—Dr. Eric Brown de Colstoun at NASA GSFC Middle School Days. Inside left—
Large photo: Dr. Michelle Thaller at NASA GSFC Middle School Days. Small photos, top to bottom: 
Dr. Marshall Shepherd, formerly NASA GSFC (now University of Georgia) talking about NASA’s role 
in understanding hurricanes; Dr. Elena Sparrow, University of Alaska Fairbanks, working with GLOBE 
students; and Dr. Michele Cooke, University of Massachusetts Amherst, working and signing with 
high school students. Far right photo: At NASA JPL’s Open House, engineers display hardware that 
will enable planet-hunting telescopes. Inside flap—Top to bottom: Dr. Mark Moldwin, University 
of Michigan, talking with teachers participating in NASA’s THEMIS mission E/PO; Dr. Ali Omar, NASA 
LaRC, talks with students at John Q. Adams Middle School, one of several class visits by scientists 
during the 2010 A-Train Symposium in New Orleans; visitors learn about NASA planetary vehicles 
at the 2010 USA Science and Engineering Festival; and scientist working with GLOBE students in 
Arizona. This panel—Dr. Bryan Mendez, University of California, Berkeley.
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The campaign will officially launch 
September 2011. Scientists inter-
ested in becoming involved—at 
any level—are welcome to partici-
pate. Scientists are encouraged 
to submit their name for participa-
tion in the GLOBE International 
Scientist Network that will provide 
scientific support and leadership 
to the SCRC.  

Register to join the campaign at 
http://globe.gov/scrc. In doing so, 
you will receive campaign informa-
tion, monthly updates of campaign 
progress, and opportunities to 
participate in climate pilot studies. 

Questions? Contact:  
climatecampaign@globe.gov

Review NASA Education  
Products
http://nasareviews.strategies.org

NASA SMD sponsors quarterly 
reviews of its education products 
for K–12, and higher and informal 
education. Reviewers include 
both science content experts and 
educators. Participating scientists 
report serving on a review panel as 
a beneficial experience—they learn 
what makes a good education 
product, and it provides a meaning-
ful way to contribute their expertise. 

The time commitment—as well 
as the specific science expertise 
needed—varies from review to 
review, but can range from a few 
hours to 1–3 days of effort over 
a 4–5 week period (materials are 
reviewed at the reviewer’s con-
venience). IGES conducts these 
reviews for NASA and welcomes 

science reviewers from NASA-
related science disciplines.

To apply, contact John Ensworth:  
john_ensworth@strategies.org

Share Your Story
Share what it means to be a 
scientist with students and teach-
ers through the NASA Earth and 
Space Science Explorers series 
on www.nasa.gov. We’re looking 
for scientists and engineers to 
feature who have a connection to 
NASA, whether they work for the 
agency or are involved in a NASA 
mission or project. 

Contact Brandi Bernoskie:  
brandi_bernoskie@strategies.org

Connect and Contribute
SMD E/PO Forums can link you to 
projects, resources and partners 
where you can contribute what you 
know best—your science. These 
include NASA’s nationwide educa-
tion networks and programs (e.g., 
Solar System Ambassadors, Mu-
seum Alliance, Educator Ambassa-
dors, Night Sky Network), as well 
as NASA activities in your state.

scientists Helping you   make a difference in education & public outreach.

Funding Opportunities

NASA’s Research Opportunities in 
Space and Earth Science (ROSES) 
solicitation includes the following 
education and public outreach fund-
ing opportunity:

Education and Public Outreach 
for Earth and Space Science 
(EPOESS)
Next round of proposals planned:  
2013.

n Open to a wide range of proposed 
costs (few $10Ks to $100Ks). 

n Projects typically range from one 
to three years.

n Register on NSPIRES and sign up 
to receive email notifications when 
solicitations are released.

Join NASA on a Cosmic Road 
Trip: Year of the Solar System
October 2010–August 2012
http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/yss 

NASA spacecraft will be heading for 
key locations during the Year of the 
Solar System—a Martian year that 
encapsulates almost two Earth  
years of exciting mission events! 

Get involved:
n Use the YSS calendar to find 

events in your area. Contact the 
organizers to learn how you can 
help. If there are none in your 
area, suggest one.

n Tell us your story ideas, sug-
gestions for resources, events, 
or NASA science milestones to 
celebrate.

n Follow YSS on Twitter and Face-
book. Get involved in the conver-
sation using #nasayss on Twitter 
and anywhere you post.

Participate in the GLOBE  
Student Climate Research 
Campaign 

The GLOBE Program‘s Student  
Climate Research Campaign 
(SCRC) is a worldwide effort to 
engage youth in understanding cli-
mate through research and inquiry 
focused on locally relevant climate 
issues. The SCRC is comprised 
of learning activities, events, and 
research investigations. Through 
international collaboration and 
discussions, as well as interactions 
with scientists, students will exam-
ine climate issues in their communi-
ties and around the world.

Get Involved! Opportunities for Scientists

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION:
https://nspires.nasaprs.com/ 
external and follow “Solicitations” ➤ 
“Open Solicitations” ➤ “Research  
Opportunities in Space and Earth  
Sciences (ROSES).”

ESSENTIAL FOR PROPOSERS:
NASA SMD explanatory guides for  
evaluating E/PO proposals:  
http://tinyurl.com/NASAguides

FORUM CONTACTS:
ASTROPHYSICS:  
 astroforum@stsci.edu
EARTH SCIENCE:  
 earthforum@strategies.org
HELIOPHYSICS:  
 helioforum@ssl.berkeley.edu
PLANETARY SCIENCE:  
 planetaryforum@lpi.usra.edu
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